




Snippets:  OPSET  METALMEC
An account of a No.5 set bought
in  1973  was  given  in  9/226.
Recently 8 sets have been offered
on Ebay & 4 of them show some
changes to the boxes, the manual
covers, & the colour of the parts.

The 'blue/yellow' Sets  The
painted parts in the OSN 9 No.5
outfit  and 4 of the Ebay sets (2
No.2's  &  2  No.3's)  are  mainly
light blue or yellow. Each set has
a manual with the OSN 9 cover,
& each has a red lid with a label
identical to said cover. Each has
its parts in a red moulded tray.

The 'red/green'  Sets  The
other  4  Ebay  sets  have  their
painted parts in red or green, and
are thus probably earlier than the
OSN 9 type. None of the sets are
large enough to include the 25h
Strip, 11h A/G, 5*7h Plate, or 3"
Pulley,  but  of  the  other  parts
described in OSN 9, the Strips &
Brackets are nickel as before, all
the Plates & the 1" Pulley are red,
the Curved Strip, Trunnions, Flat
Girder,  Bush Wheel,  & 1" Loose
Pulley are green, and the Rubber
Ring is black. The largest box is
shown in Fig.1.

All  the sets include a manual
with the Fig.2 cover. (Notice the
green Strips and blue Plates.) All the sets have the parts in a
moulded yellow tray, but there are 3 types of lid. Details will be
given in the notes on the different sets below.  For  ease of
reference I'll call the OSN 9 type sets 'b/y', and those with red
& green parts, 'r/g'. As will appear, in the two cases where a
direct  comparison  can  be  made,  the
layout of the parts in the sets is identical
between the 2 'periods'.

The Sets  in what might possibly be
their chronological order:

A r/g set, 30*24½cm, said to be a
No.1, has the Fig.3 lid, and the parts tray
layout is the same as the b/y No.2. (The
name apart, this lid is  the same as the
OPSET LETRIXMEC one in 26/759.)

A r/g set No.?, 40*31cm. The lid is
again brown but the label is identical to
the Fig.2 manual cover. The box, Fig.3,

seems to have the parts in 2
trays of  equal  size.  The  11h
Strips  &  a  few  other  parts
look dark but that is probably
a trick of the light. The con-
tents fit between those of the
b/y Nos.3 & 5 and so it is no
doubt similar to a b/y No.4. 

2  r/g  No.MB  sets,  35*
25cm. They are identical and
said  to  be  from  the  1960s.
The  lid  has  the  Fig.2  type
label but is red. 'MB' in a small
circle under the name can be
seen  on  the  manual  cover
(the model in MCS was for set
MF). The set contents match
the b/y No.3.

The Set Contents  Below
the major parts based largely
on what can  be seen in  the
boxes.

b/y No.2 & r/g No.1(?)
A  5*11h  Flanged  Plate;  2x
3*5h Plates; 3,5,7,11h Strips;
2  Curved  Strips;  2x  1*5*1h
DAS;  2  each  Flat  &  Angle
Trunnions, a Bush Wheel; 2x
1" Pulleys with Rubber Ring; a
1" Loose Pulley.

b/y  No.3  &  r/g  No.MB
The additional parts over the
No.2 are: 2x 3*11h Plates; 2x
1*3*1h DAS; & 2x 1" Pulleys

with Rubber Rings.
b/y No.4? & r/g No.? The additional parts are: a Flanged

Sector  Plate;  2x 11h Flat  Girders,  2x Curved Strips,  & a 1"
Loose Pulley.

b/y No.5 The extra parts compared with the 'No.4' are 4x
25h Strips; 4 Curved Strips; 2x 2*5*2h
& 6x 1*5*1h DAS, 2x 11h A/Gs; 2x 3"
Pulleys;  2  Wheel  Discs;  a  Flanged
Sector  Plate;  2  Trunnions  &  6  Flat
Trunnions  (if  there  were 2 of  each  in
the 'No.4');  2 each of 3*5h, 3*11h (if
there were 2 of each in the 'No.4');  &
2x 5*7h Plates.

The numbering of the r/g sets is
unclear.  The MCS MF model  is  in  the
No.5  manual  and if  No.MB equates to
the No.3, what of Sets MC-ME? And one
r/g set was described as a No.1.

Encyclopédie des Jeux de Construction métalliques   (  EJC  )  
by Jean-Pierre Guibert

        reviewed by David Hobson
 This  new  work  is  essentially  an  illustrated  survey,  with  basic
technical details, of over 400 metal systems, arranged in alphabetical
order. It is in 4 parts (tomes), A-D, E-L, M-N, O-Z; each with about 60
A4,  plastic  ring-bound pages.  A  further  23 systems are included on
supplementary  sheets  (compléments)  sent  with  the  different  parts.
French systems are naturally well represented and a few are included
which are are not in MCS or OSNL, the French diecast SOLIDO vehicle
constructional outfits for example.

EJC is well produced using modern technology, with attractive use of
colour illustrations on most pages. The text is in French of course but
the few passages of any length are not difficult to interpret by anyone

with even an elementary knowledge of the language.
The coverage for each system varies considerably,

from one line simply giving the name, to 3 pages or so
in some cases.  EJC is not as comprehensive as MCS,
and nor does it provide the same wealth of detail, but
I  found  it  interesting  to  peruse  and  it  could  be  a
welcome addition to the library of a constructional toy
aficionado.

The parts costs €32 each individually, plus carriage,
but the complete collection was recently offered at a
reduced price, and a CD version is also available for
even less. These items are offered on Ebay from time
to  time  but  otherwise  contact  Jean-Pierre  Guilbert,
787 rue de la Pilette, 27300 Bernay, France, tel: 02 32
43 34 03. [jeanpierre1g@aol.com may find him - Ed.]
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